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Wallpaper Stripping






I-PR-9
                         Craftsmanship Operating Procedure
Functional Category:

Interior Preparation
Last Updated:


4/3/10
Appearance & Quality Assurance Guidelines: 
· Surfaces should be free of foreign material, lumps, skins, runs, sags, holidays, misses, or insufficient coverage.

· The specified surface and all adjacent surfaces should be free of drips, spatters, spills or overspray.
(
Properly cleaned surface is free of dust, grease, dirt, oils, nicotine, furniture polish, tape, adhesives, scuff marks, mildew, hairspray, soap, detergents, residual cleaning agents, soot etc.

Production Rate:

· Approximately 35 – 50 square feet/hr 
Production rates for wallpaper stripping are highly variable. Conditions that may affect production rate include vinyl-lined paper, stubborn paste, painted wallpaper, improperly installed coverings, re-glued seams or unusually high ceiling. 
Safety Guidelines: 
· Follow all OSHA guidelines to prevent injury from the following hazards, including but not limited to: electrical, power tools, ladders, scaffolding, trip and fall obstacles and fire & explosion risk; hazardous exposure to your eyes, hearing, extremities and respiratory system; unsafe exposure to chemicals, solvents, lead paint and inadequate ventilation.  Practice client safety as necessary to your particular job including smoke & carbon monoxide detectors, safety gates and other child protection devices. 
· Follow all EPA, Renovation, Remodeling & Painting (RRP) guidelines and any applicable state guidelines.

· Always use razor blades with the appropriate tool handles and retract or reverse razor blades when not in immediate use.  
· Follow all manufacturers’ safety specifications for materials used.  
· Be aware that masking plastic is very slippery when wet.  
· Do not mix bleach or products containing bleach with ammonia or products containing ammonia.  
· Leave outlet & switch plates on while washing walls or stripping wallpaper and cover electrical hazards.  
Materials & Supplies: 
( wallpaper stripping agent  ( plastic sheeting   ( sponges   ( synthetic scouring pads  

( protective gloves  ( trash bags  ( tape – appropriate size & type  ( water  

( appropriate cleaning agent

Tools & Equipment: 
( standard personal work tools & supplies  ( standard job site tools & supplies  
( garden sprayer ( wallpaper razor scraper  ( wallpaper scoring tool  ( fan
Terms Definition: 
Wallcovering Adhesive Paste – adhesive material in powder or premixed form used to apply wallcovering to a substrate. 
Peelable Wallpaper – decorative vinyl layer wallcovering with a paper backing
Strippable Wallpaper – fabric backed vinyl wallcovering
Non-Peelable Wallpaper – wallcovering that will not come off on the wall in strips or sheets such as foil or Mylar wallcovering
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	#
	Procedure Steps 
	Completed
Properly

	1
	Inspect area for electrical hazards.  Ensure GFI cords are used for all electrical equipment.  Ensure all switch plates and outlet covers are securely installed. Tape over all light switches in the off position.  Protect electrical outlets, switches, thermostats and sconces from moisture.

	

	2
	Tape plastic to the wall ½ inch above the baseboard and extend approximately 3 feet onto the floor.  This will keep water that runs down the wall from running behind the baseboards and on to the wood floors and carpets. Place drop cloths or other absorbent products on top of the plastic to soak up water and paste residue. 

	

	3


	Determine the type of wallpaper to be stripped.  First try dry peeling the wallcovering. If most of the wallpaper comes off the wall, leaving only paste residue and minimal paper backing, then it is dry strippable wallpaper, which is a solid vinyl covering and the easiest to remove. If the decorative pattern portion of the wallpaper comes off but leaves a paper layer and paste on the wall, then it is a peelable wallpaper and slightly harder to remove. If little bits & pieces of wallcovering come off but no large pieces then it is falls into the non-peelable category and will have to be scored to remove properly. This process takes the longest and includes foil and mylar wallcoverings.
	

	4
	Strip a test area to evaluate the wallcovering and substrate before proceeding. Be aware of any damage to the substrate and if damage occurs, re-evaluate for alternative stripping methods.
	

	5
	Dry Strippable & Peelable Wallpaper Procedure
Begin working at a seam and try to get under the paper with a wallpaper razor scraper to remove as much of the wallcovering and paper backing as possible.  
	

	6
	Mix the wallpaper stripper with hot water. Follow the directions on the back of the container for appropriate water to stripper proportions. Apply the solution with an appropriate sized sprayer. Typically one gallon of solution is enough as you want to keep the water as hot as possible.  Mix additional batches as needed.

	

	7
	Apply the solution from the ceiling to the floor in an approximate 3-4 feet wide strip. Let soak long enough for the paste/paper to soften. Use a wallpaper razor scraper, broad knife, and/or scouring pad to aid in removing paper and paste from the walls working from the bottom up.  Repeat step as many times as necessary.

	

	8
	Rinse walls with clean warm water to remove any paste/paper residue. Alternatively, sand walls to remove any paste/paper residue and seal with a primer/sealer that will not reactivate paste.
	

	9
	Take plastic off the wall and discard. Make sure there is no paper/paste below the line of plastic sheeting. Be sure floors and carpets are free of paper debris, paste and tools. Take drop cloth outside and shake out over disposable plastic sheeting.

	

	10
	Wipe residue off of adjacent surfaces as needed, including trim work and ceilings.
	

	11
	“Non-Peelable”  Wallpaper Procedure:
Score the surface of the paper and soak it to soften the paper before attempting to remove it.  Run a scoring tool or knife blade over the wallcovering making cuts or X’s with enough pressure to puncture the wallpaper surface but not harming or gouging the substrate.  Course sandpaper can also be use to score the surface.  This will allow the wallpaper solution to thoroughly penetrate the wallcovering. 

	

	12

	Mix wallpaper solution as per step #6. 

	

	  13

	Apply solution to a small 2-3 square ft. section and wait long enough for wallcovering to become thoroughly soaked. Remove paper and paste residue as per step #7. Wallcovering will probably need to soak longer and stripping solution will need to be re-applied more times than for dry strippable or peelable wallcovering. Always keep the surface to be stripped wet in order for the solution to be active.
Note:  The size of the area being sprayed can vary depending on how much solution is being absorbed in the wallpaper. You will be able to judge how large an area you can keep wet and strip before the solution dries out. Sometimes spraying a whole wall ahead of you will help in loosening the wallpaper and paste prior to stripping.


	

	14

	Rinse or sand/seal wall and clean up as per steps #8, #9 & #10. 
	


Professional Techniques:   
· Pat dry or use a fan to accelerate drying time so you can start other prep or painting. 

· Change rinse water often to assure that all residues are thoroughly removed.

· Prior to washing, have a wet/dry vacuum available and use if necessary.

· Cleaning agents may have to sit on a surface for a few minutes to be fully effective.

· Synthetic abrasive scrub pads may be needed in difficult to clean areas.   
· Round off corners of a broad knife with sandpaper to prevent ridges and gouges.
· When removing paper or paste from the wall, it should be immediately discarded into a trash container.
· To avoid gouging the surface, reverse the wallpaper blade from the sharp edge to the dull edge.
· If drywall facing paper comes off with the wallpaper, use alternative stripping method.
· A wallpaper steamer may be used to loosen wallcovering and adhesive as an alternative to chemical strippers.
Notes: 

1) This Craftsman Operating Procedure (COP) is a suggested guideline for the specified task and industry segment.  Particular work scopes and conditions may warrant adjustments to the procedure.  In addition, each company may have unique methods and procedures that are best suited to their operations, strategy, clients, etc.
2) PDCA and its representatives, affiliates, directors and content providers shall have no liability for damages resulting from the use of this COP, even if such damage results from the omissions or negligent acts of PDCA and/or its representatives, affiliates, directors and content providers.  Users agree to accept full responsibility for their use of the COP and to indemnify PDCA its officers, directors, members, content providers, independent contractors, employees, agents and affiliates for and from any loss by reason of, or in any way relating to, or arising out of the use of this COP.
3) Craftsmanship Operating Procedures are the products of volunteer efforts of members of the PDCA Craftsmanship Forum and are for the sole use of PDCA members.  COPs are protected under the copyright laws of the United States of America.  The content of this COP is the property of PDCA and may not be reproduced in any form or manner without the expressed permission of PDCA.
Copyright © 2010, Painting and Decorating Contractors of America. All Rights Reserved


COP Test
Wallpaper Stripping 

Open Book Format
Name:________________________________________ Date: ___________________________

1.
It is always important to follow all manufacturers’ _______________________________ for materials used.

2.
According to the definition of a Properly Painted Surface, the surface should be free of:   


(circle all correct answers)


a. oils  b. sags  c. bumps  d. spatters  e. tape adhesives


f. soap   g. soot  h. syrup i. holidays  j. skins  k. drips 

3. Before stripping the wallpaper, tape plastic to the wall above the baseboard extending


approximately ______________________________________ feet onto the floor.

4.
Ridges and gouges from a broad knife can be prevented by ________________________


_______________________________________________________________________.
5. The adhesive material in powder or premixed form used to apply wallcoverings to a 

substrate is called _______________________________________.

6.
What would you do if drywall facing comes off with the wallpaper? _________________

________________________________________________________________________
7.  Wallpaper stripping solution should always be mixed with ___________________ water.

8.
The approximate production rate is __________________________________________.

9. When stripping non-peelable wallpaper, you will need to work on a smaller section of 

wall. The approximate sized section is ____________________________

10.
The hardest type of wallpaper to removed is called ______________________________.

11. All light switches should be taped in the _________________________ position.

12.
After wallpaper have been removed you can rinse the walls with warm water or 


_____________________________________________.

13.
Be aware that wet masking plastic is _________________________________________.
14.
What is NOT a Material or Supply used for stripping wallpaper?


a. sponges   b. trash bags   c. wallpaper razor scraper  d. tape  e. rags  f. water

15.
Bleach or bleach products should never be mixed with ___________________________.

16.
A _______________________________________ is an alternative to using a chemical 
stripper.

17. List 4 Tools or Equipment used for wallpaper stripping other than standard personal work tools & supplies or standard job site tools.


____________________________________, ___________________________________

____________________________________, ___________________________________

18. The easiest wallpaper to strip is called ________________________________________.

19. Razor blades should be __________________________ or ________________________


when not in immediate use.

20. ________________________________ cords should be used for all electrical equipment.


COP Test
Wallpaper Stripping

Closed Book Format
Name:______________________________________________ Date: _______________________

1. List 3 conditions that would affect the production rate when stripping wallpaper.


____________________________________, __________________________________,


____________________________________

2.
Switch plates and outlet covers should be ____________________when washing walls or stripping wallpaper.

3. The 3 main different kinds of wallpaper when it comes to stripping are called


___________________________________, ___________________________________,


___________________________________
4. What is the name of the tool that you would use when removing non-peelable wallpaper but would probably not need for dry strippable & peelable wallpaper? 


____________________________________

5. Two ways to accelerate dry time are __________________________________________ 

and ___________________________________________.

Answer Key – Open Book Format

Wallpaper Stripping
1. safety specifications

2. b,d,h,j,k

3. 3

4. rounding off the corners of the knife

5. wallcovering adhesive paste

6. use alternative stripping method

7. hot

8. 35 – 50 square feet/hour

9. 2 – 3 square feet

10. non-peelable

11. off

12. sand walls and seal with primer/sealer

13. slippery

14. c


15. ammonia or ammonia products

16. wallpaper steamer

17. garden sprayer, wallpaper razor scraper, wallpaper scoring tool, fan

18. peelable

19. retract or reverse blades

20. GFI

Answer Key – Closed Book Format

Wallpaper Stripping
1.
any 3: vinyl lined paper, stubborn paste, painted wallpaper, improperly installed 
coverings, re-glued seams or unusually high ceilings

2.
on and protected

3. 
peelable, strippable and non-peelable

4.
scoring tool

5.
pat dry or use a fan


1

